
Greetings to AYC Alumni,

Alumni Weekend 2016 was again a complete success! Complemented by gorgeous weather, the Lodge was 
packed Sunday morning for the church service and Alumni meeting. The weekend kicked off Saturday July 16th 
with Alumni visiting camp and enjoying the opportunity to engage in classes, league games, hikes, telling lies, 
pickin’ and grinnin’, and eating great food in the Dining Hall. Lance Lazenby and Mr. Simpson were in rare form 
performing a classic version of “Fox on the Run”, “Great Fillin’ Station hold up” and other Y Camp Classics! They 
were backed by the subtle, and impressive “geeetar” playing of 
one, Frank Hodges, an all-time Y Camp great. Frank who, by the 
way, is a University of South Carolina fan did not play well in the 
AYC golf tournament but we enjoyed his musical talent any way. 
One of the many highlights of the weekend was visiting and thus, 
enjoying the new Alumni “WT” Shack. Being careful to maintain 
the cherished lakeside footprint, Edward and his team of craftsmen 
did a beautiful job restoring the building to accommodate year-
round use. Camp memorabilia and old photos line the walls 
while two touch-screen monitors give alumni the opportunity to 
view pictures from the early 1900’s to today. The new windows 
and lights create an incredibly inviting space, which is useful for 
casual fellowshipping and structured events for campers, parents and retreat goers.  I’ve asked Edward to consider 

including a hammock in the facility to enhance the calming aspect of being 
next to the water in an air-conditioned environment… no answer back yet.  
Also, the total renovation of the bathroom in cabin #1 is fantastic. This is 
what we want to do with every bathroom in both camps. If you would like to 
sponsor the renovations of a cabin please let Edward know.
I trust you all have seen the new camp ad that is being used in all forms of 
marketing for the camps! The updated look accentuates “Tallulah Falls” and 
both Camp logos. The ads look fantastic and have even been published in the 
UGA FOOTBALL PROGRAM all season long! Great stuff!
Currently, an amazing financial opportunity has been offered to the camp! 

THIS IS NO ICE CREAM FACTORY story! A dollar-for-dollar matching grant has been presented to the camp by 
a foundation for up to $80,000. We don’t need to waste a dime on this tremendous opportunity before the time 
limit expires. We need to support this effort in any way we can. With your generous donations, we can easily turn 
this $80,000 grant into $160,000!!! I would like to challenge the AYC / CC alumni, campers, and staff of all ages 
to participate in this fund raising event. I have full confidence that we will make this happen for the Paradise of 
Youth. All financial gifts of any amount would help us reach this goal. (Remember, your donation is doubled and 
tax deductible!!!) If the $160,000 is raised, AYC will be able to upgrade all camper bathrooms at both camps and 
build a state of the art tree-top challenge course. What an exciting opportunity!
So many great things are going on at AYC and Camp Chattooga, I am proud to share all the many opportunities that 
you have to show your support. 
Thank you for keeping AYC in your year-end giving options.

Best Regards,
Ridley Williams 
Alumni President
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Dear Friends,

The Athens “Y” Camps has been a part of my life for the past 47 summers.  Looking 
back over those years, it is very clear that AYC has played a much greater role in my life 
than just improving my football skills or helping me know how to canoe over rapids.

I learned qualities at AYC that no amount of money could ever buy such as how to: 
work with others, get along no matter what the circumstances, strive for a goal and 
never give up.  Also, I gleaned that if something sounds too good to be true, then it 
usually is.  Most of all, I learned that if you put your faith in the Lord and seek His 
guidance in everything you do, He will fulfill your needs and give you the desires of your heart.  (Psalms 37:4)

AYC is a place like no other in the world.  I know that there are thousands of people who share this same 
emotion.  The camp began in 1898, and its age is very apparent in many of its dwellings.  Much work has 
been done this winter, and certain areas are surely looking better, but there is still much more work to be done.  
Those of you who help financially make this work possible, and the AYC Board and I greatly appreciate your 
assistance. One day your children and grandchildren will thank you as well. 

Please remember the camps in your charitable giving.  This year’s matching grant challenge is perfect for the 
Y Camper in all of us.  We love to win and succeed.  Help us through your financial gift to reach the goal 
of raising $80,000 which is equal to $160,000.  Our victory will bring delight to those who now have the 
opportunity to weave AYC into their life’s story.

Thanks in advance for your help.  Your friend in Christ,

Edward Schaefer, Executive Director

Total renovation of the bathroom in cabin #1
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COACH MIKE RETIRES
After retiring from James Island Presbyterian Church 6 years ago, Coach Mike Castronis 
has faithfully served the campers of AYC and Camp Chattooga. He has lived at Camp, 
helped with retreats in the off-season, and made certain that AYC remained a place 
“where God and good times are friends.” Expanding fund-raising efforts and alumni 
engagement, Coach Mike helped ensure that the traditions of AYC will continue. His 
faithfulness to the Y-Camp Spirit is unmatched. Coach Mike and Danielle have moved 
to Athens in order to be closer to his mother, Orlean and to move home. We are so 
thankful for the service and dedication of Coach Mike!

CHEERS, CHEERS!!!!

2016 LEADER OF THE YEAR
Clay Malcom

Also, a third-generation camper, after graduating 
from Oconee County High School in Watkinsville, 
Clay served as a cabin leader this past summer, 
which was his twelfth summer at AYC. Clay is 
currently a freshman at Georgia College and State 
University, majoring in political science.

2016 W.T. FORBES AWARD
Gus Elliott

A third-generation Y-camper and a native of 
Valdosta. Gus has attended camp for 16 summers, 
as a camper, LIT, and Cabin Leader. While an 
undergraduate and graduate student at the 
University of Georgia, Gus served as an assistant 
director for 6 summers.

You are cordially invited to the induction ceremony of
3 alumni members into the AYC Hall of Fame

 
Alumni Day 2017

July 16, 2017

 Gus Elliott of Valdosta - Y-camper from 1941-1953
 Bill Simpson of Athens - Y-camper from 1946-1953

 Bobby Forbes of Atlanta - Y-camper from 1933-1950  

Save the date!
  Sunday, July 16 at AYC 

Breakfast buffet will be served at 9:00am • Church will be at 11:00
Alumni meeting will follow church • Lunch will be at 1:00

Please join us as we celebrate these outstanding Hall of Famers!

Est. 1898

Athens Y Camps

A  CY



If you read the Athens “Y” Camp News from December 25, 1932 the 
front-page article would announce “Hooks is Selected 1933 Camp 
Head”. He was promoted from 
assistant director to Director as W.T. 
Forbes was increasingly limited by 
injuries sustained in the Spanish 
American War. Bobby would remain 
as director until 1941, only leaving to 
serve his country after the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Mr. Simpson 
would later write that ‘without him 
“Y” camp would probably not be 
here today”.
Bobby Hooks was born in Americus, 
Georgia and attended the University 
of Georgia. Besides having a football 
scholarship, he was on the diving/
swimming team and the boxing 
team.  After graduation, he coached 
at Valdosta High School, leading 

them to a state championship in football, and two state championships 
in track. He went on to become the head coach of Mercer University 
in Macon.  
When Bobby left the Army after WWII he had risen to the rank of Lt. Colonel and then began a successful 
investment business. He remained in active contact with the camp and was involved with the formation 
of the Athens Y Camp Alumni association. He has been honored by receiving membership in the Georgia 
Athletic Hall of Fame as well as the Valdosta Sports Hall of Fame. It was only fitting that the 2016 Athens Y 
Camp Hall of Fame recipient is Bobby Hooks.          

AYC  HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE HONORED 

Congratulations Bobby Hooks!! 

Left to Right: John, Eliza, Jim, Gus, Gus Sr., Carter, Walter, Will

Big Athens Y Camp Applause!
We would like to give a huge 
thank you to all of the Elliott 
Family on doing a fantastic job at 
Alumni Day 2016! Representing 
3 generations of Athens Y Camp, 
and Camp Chattooga history, the 
Elliotts shared what camp meant 
to them, along with the great 
memories they experienced here 
in the Paradise of Youth. Athens 
Y Camp is so blessed to have 
alumni with such deep family 
roots like the Elliotts. 

Cheers Cheers!
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W T  MEMORABLIA SHACK
As you already know we have done a total restoration on the W.T. Shack this past year. We might have to 
change the name from W.T. Shack, to W.T. House. Not only have we given it a “facelift”, we have added on 
a whole back wing, installed glass windows, central heating and air, and all pine hardwood floors. The W.T 
Shack is a wonderful part of our camp where we can go and reminisce of the good ol’ days.  In the W.T. Shack 
you will find old artifacts such as an actual yoke that was used here at the camp, old radios that belonged to 
the great W.T. himself, and an old canoe that was used at the girl’s camp. Another item that we have in our 
collection of AYC antiques is an authentic 1918 Coleman gas lantern. This lantern was given to the camp by 
Bob Honea who received the lantern from his brother Frank in 1944 by Pop Pearson. Bob had the lantern 
mailed to the Coleman museum in Wichita, Kansas, and had the lantern fully restored. This lantern was used 
in the finding of our AYC campground that we are on now. This lantern is fine example of something so small 
that can mean so much to the history of AYC. This lantern is proudly displayed in the W.T. Shack today.  Also 
in the W.T. Shack one will find our new flat screen televisions with touch screens filled with pictures and 
videos from throughout the ages. If anyone has anything that they can contribute to the W.T. Shack, such as 
shirts, books, photos, or items of historical camp significance, would be greatly appreciated. This restoration 
has really done the W.T. Shack well, and it will surely preserve the great history of this camp for many years 
to come. Thanks for your help in making this memorablia room one to be proud of.
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Alumni Day 2016





Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

“For the Lord is always good. He is always loving and kind, and His 
faithfulness goes on and on to each suceeding generations.”   Psalm 100:4

Athens Y Camps 
P.O. Box 8 
Tallulah Falls, GA 30573

Our Prayer for You This Year

You feel as young as when you were a Y-Camper, that
“Come into my heart, Lord Jesus” means more to you than just an 

old camp song, and many long lost friends will cross your path.

Edward Schaefer and the staff of the Athens Y Camp

Athens Y Camps - “Where God and Good Times Are Friends.”
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